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ANSWER TO A HAND-BILL, 


o : f 


ADDRESSED TO THE 


BRITISH ARMY; 
Found on the 21ſt of May, 1797, in the Marine Barracks, 
| CHATHAM. 


As we know not who you are that have taken the Liberty to addreſs us as BRETHREN; but from the 
Tenor of whoſe Addreſs we have every Reaſon to diſown as ſuch—yet, leſt you might be led to imagine 


from our Silence, that we, in the ſmalleſt Degree, acquieſce in your Sentiments, we conſider it neceſlary, for 
the Eſtabliſhment of our own Honour, to reply to your ſeveral Obſervations. N 


You ſay “ Are we not Men?” - 4 


We are Men; we know it ;—and ſhould the Enemies of our KiNe, our CounTxy, or CONSTITUTION, — 
(either foreign or domeſtic) ever oppoſe us, we will prove ourſelves ſuch; we ſhould only loſe our na- 


tural Claim to the Name of Man, did we ever, in the ſmalleſt Degree, ſwerve from that F idelity and At- 
tachment which we owe to our beloved SOVEREIGN and to our Country. 


You aſk us“ Are we any where reſpected as Men?“ | "1 


Yes; we are not only reſpected as Men, but, by ever good Man, regarded as the ProteCtors of our Coun- 


try: If there are any Claſs of Men who hold us not in proper Reſpect, we are well aſſured it is only thoſe, 
who, loſt to every Senſe of Virtue, and blind to the real Intereſts of their Country, endeavour to diſſemi- 
nate Principles of Jacobiniſm and Sedition, with a View to deſtroy that Conſtitution and Government 
which have ſo long been the Admiration of ſurrounding Nations, and to introduce a Syſtem of Anarchy and 
Confuſion, by which alone their diabolical Schemes of Murder, Rapine, and Plunder, can be brought to 


bear ;—but we are united, and reſolved to ſhed the laſt Drop of our Blood in the Oppoſition of ſuch deteſtable 
Doctrines; and ſuch, we truſt, is the Reſolution of all our virtuous Brethren. 


4 — — — 


Lou ſay—“ Wrong Notions of Diſcipline have led us to be deſpiſed,” 


We, as good Soldiers, glory in proper Diſcipline, and in paying that neceſſary and proper Obedience to 
the Commands of our Officers, who treat us with all the Reſpect and humane Attention that every good 
Soldier deſerves. | | | 

We believe, and the Officers acknowledge, that Serjeants are a principal Spring in the Military Ma- 
chine; but that is no Argument that the Army could act as well, or indeed could exiſt at all, without Su- 
perior and Commiſſioned Officers; they only form one of the Gradations of Rank neceſſary to the well be- 
ing of the Whole. | | 8 8 

We place every Dependence in the Wiſdom of his MAJESTY and-ParLIaMENT for the Amelioration 
of our Situation; and we have every Reaſon to be ſatisfied with their declared Intentions in our Favour, 

Mie know, by Experience, that Barracks are far better for us than Quarters, where a Want of the neceſ- 
ſary Conveniencies for Soldiers uſed to caute us much Trouble; but in Barracks we have every Thing 
convenient, 1 1 * „ 

We acknowledge, that a great Number of our Brother Soldiers are harraſſed, by long Marches, through 
the Country, but it is to prevent the baſe Defigns of the diſaffected and diſloyal, who endeavour to diſor- 
ganize the Army, unhinge the Conſtitution, and ſtrikeatithe very Vitals of all good Government. And you 
alk us,. that labouring under ſo many Grievances, What are we to do! We briefly anſwer, OUR DUTY 


as Soldiers, and not as Slaves, in protecting our KING and CouNT&r, to which we have bound ourſelves by 
a juſt and voluntary Obligation. 


You deſire us, in Concluſion, —“ To be Sober, to be READY.” 


We will be ſober and ready, but it will be in the Oppoſition of all ſuch infidious Endeavours to poiſon 
our Minds, and to make us throw off that neceſſary Obedience and Reſpect to the juſt and legal Com- 
mands of our Officers, whom we Love and Reſpect, and to the Chief of whom, in this Diviſion, we have 
every Reaſon to pay the higheſt Degree of Veneration. 3 8 

Ceaſe, therefore, your vile Endeavours to poiſon our Minds; for we are too ſteadily attached to our 
CounTRY, to our KING, and to our CONSTITUTION, ever to be led aſtray by ſuch abſurd and wicked 

Attempts. 


Signed, by all the Non-Commiſſioned Officers at the Diviſion, on Behalf of themſelves and the private Men 
of their reſpective Companies. ve 


MARINE BARRACKS, CHATHAM, May 25, 1797. 
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C. Towxsox, PrINTER, oppolite Globe-Lane, CHATHAM, 
| . * | | 
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